Waking
up happy
never knew
this was going to
happen Lockdown,
quarantine, smiles turned
upside down Oh no for how
long, I whispered trapped,
traumatised Scared confused He
said social distance stay home We
want to be safe When will we be safe
When will this criminalising year
end Ongoing…

SAFETY

Written by Eman

DESI

All
ED B
this
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ILLA
talk
RD WIG
on news
AN
about social
distance I want to
see my bros because
I miss them Boris got
me in a box like a victim
Quarantine making me feel
I’m in a prison During lockdown
did so much reflecting I forgot
my reflection Cant see my friends
need to keep a connection
Boris got me feeling like i'm
in detention Stuck up in my
head need directions
GN

Find out more at:

blackstorypartnership.com

LOCKDOWN RAP
Written by L’Ziah

2

BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK

FOREWORD
2020 was a year like no other.
From the ensuing Covid-19
public health pandemic - and
its toll on diverse communities,
children and young people,
schools, mental health, and
small businesses, to name just a
few - the increasing urgency of
climate change, to a watershed
movement in racial and social
justice, the year has brought more
change than anyone could have
imagined.
It can be hard to feel optimistic when
there are still so many challenges ahead.
But from a year of unprecedented change,
we should also feel hopeful, having seen time
and time again the power of people to help
each other through this crisis, sometimes against all
odds. And it is with this spirit of mind and body that we
welcome Birmingham’s Black History Month 2021.
This year’s Black History Month is far more pertinent
than ever as we bring communities together and
celebrate the best that we all have to give, no matter
our circumstances. Birmingham City Council strives
to learn from its communities to listen to new and
inspiring stories and rejoice in our unique identity in the
21st Century. The council is proud to support the annual
Black History Month each October and recognises that
the city’s depth of character is due to the rich tapestry
of life that our diverse communities gift all year round.
Throughout October, residents and visitors will be
able to take part in various cultural activities which
celebrate and explore our black history. We greatly

encourage all communities to engage in
Black History Month as a portal for developing
lifelong partnerships and friendships and
celebrating our black heritage together.
As in previous years, the launch will
celebrate and feature inspiring and creative
performances, speakers and presentations
highlighting Black achievement.
Our thanks, in particular, go to
Blackstory Partnership’s
Audrey Hayles - Parkes,
Mykel Wassifa Brown
and Garry Stewart for
coordinating Black History
Month 2021 as they have
compiled an exciting
online brochure of events.

Councillor Jayne Francis
CABINET MEMBER FOR EDUCATION,
SKILLS AND CULTURE
BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK
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WELCOME FROM BSP!
We would like to wish you warm greetings
and we welcome you to Birmingham’s Black
History Month 2021. We are 2 years into a
global pandemic that is still providing us with
challenges, disruptions and in some cases
offering us a new normality. Whilst Covid -19
continues to impact the world, once again,
Blackstory Partnership has ensured that
we are able to shine a ray of light on the
achievements and developments of the Black
community in the city with the BHM launch
and brochure for 2021.
We have seen some amazing achievements
as we pivot to a new way of working and we
are keen to keep the focus on inspiring the
younger generation with Black History.
We hope this brochure and the events
organised across the city continue to inspire
them not just in a historical context but
also to engage them in apprenticeships in
new creative industries as well as traditional
academic subjects.
Whilst the world continues to acknowledge
the structural and societal challenges faced
by Black communities, BHM is the perfect
opportunity for all citizens of Birmingham
to learn about cultural differences from
other communities. Whilst these are difficult
conversations to be had, this brochure aims to
highlight to individuals, communities artists,
singers organisations showcasing
Black excellence in all forms.
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The summer of 2021 saw the England football
team reach the finals of a major competition
for the first time in 64 years, although this
great achievement was tarnished after
England lost the match. The national team
were jeered and were booed for for taking the
knee at th begining of each match, as an antiracist gesture. The three Black ‘young lions’
footballers, Marcus Rashford, Jadon Sancho,
Bukayo Saka, were all vilified on social media
after missing penalties allowing Italy to win the
competition. The European tournament with
a global audience demonstrated why events
such as Black History Month were created and
are very much still needed...There is still more
work to do.
In 2022 Birmingham will welcome the
Commonwealth Games to the city alongside
its wider West Midlands neighbours. This
is an amazing opportunity to welcome
and showcase the city to the wider
Commonwealth diaspora. There are many
ways for Birmingham’s Black community to
get involved economically and through the
cultural programmes and volunteering.
For more information

BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK
Blackstory Partnership producers of
Birmingham City Council’s Black History
Month Brochure and Launch 2016, 2017,
2018,2019 and 2020 - 2022.

By Doctor
Yvette
Hutchinson

Dr Yvette Hutchinson has lectured in
Teacher Training and is the Quality
Assurance and Teacher Training Adviser for
the British Council. Yvette conducted her
M.A research on ‘Womanpower in the Civil
Rights Movement’ in the USA and returned
to the UK to complete her PhD. on The
Black Arts Movement. She has worked in over
25 countries and is a Trustee of the Oxford
Community Soup Kitchen.
It’s an honour to join this celebration of Marcus
Garvey. He was an amazing Pan African
visionary and his philosophy has informed the
way many of us think about black identity and
politics. However, for me, his story is completely
intertwined with the women in his life who brought
his ideas to the wider world and contributed to his
intellectual ideas and philosophy.
Marcus Garvey married twice ,they were both
called Amy and shared a belief in his philosophies
and life-long commitment to Pan Africanism.
Garvey’s first wife Amy Ashwood, had ensured that
each local division of their organisation The United
Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) elected a
male and female president and vice president. This
did not automatically confer equality but it recognised
the voices of men and women and in 1922 that was an
unusual event, particularly when you think that women
in America had only recently got the vote and we all
know that it was over 40 years later before all Black
people in America could enter a polling booth.
Garvey’s second wife, Amy Jacques Garvey
was the one who published his speeches and
articles and it is mainly because of her that
we know about him today. Amy Jacques
Garvey insisted that the public have
access to Garvey’s philosophy in his own
words and created the journal Negro
World, to share his ideas. While her

husband was imprisoned, AJG continued the struggle, a little
like Winnie Mandela, she travelled tirelessly giving speeches,
writing and being interviewed, making sure that the public
never forgot her husband and his work.
I have been very fortunate to have an amazing mother
who is blessed with the gift of storytelling and who shared
her love of folk tales and history with her children. Through
mummy and now in my work, I realise how important it is
for us to tell our own stories; of our history, our achievements
and to remind our children that what we have is good, who
we are is wonderful and what we can be is endless. It is
equally important that we share our cautionary tales, that
we learn from our mistakes and to paraphrase Bob Marley,
that we share the teaching of His Majesty rather than devil
philosophy.
We need to speak up, to embrace the notion of ‘cultural
wealth’ recognising our strengths as a people. However, I am
equally conscious that we need to speak out; to challenge
injustice from those who would oppress us outside of our
community and sadly sometimes from within the heart of
our community spaces, as those enraged by The Report
of the Commission on Racial and Ethnic Disparities have
highlighted.
I will leave Mrs Garvey to conclude and encourage my sisters
and brothers to continue telling our story and contributing to
our own community narrative.

BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK
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FRI 1 OCT

CHILDREN’S & MUSIC LIBRARY
Library of Birmingham,
Centenary Square, Birmingham B1 2ND
Box Office info
 Free
	
0121 242 4242
	birmingham.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/
spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/HOME
	childrens.library@birmingham.gov.uk

READ
BOOKS
BY AND
ABOUT
BLACK
BRITONS
FRI 1 OCT - TUE 26 NOV

FRI 1 - SAT 30 OCT

FRI 1 - SAT 30 OCT

TIME - ONGOING

TIME - ONGOING

TIME - ONGOING

WRITING BLACK HISTORY
COMPETITIONS

BLACK BRITISH HISTORY
A BRIEF OVERVIEW

BLACK BRITISH HISTORY TRAIL

Pick a book from our Black British Collection,
then get writing:
Under 13s – Write a book review (50+words)
13 -17 - Write a short story (500+words)

A short film about Black British History, looped
continuously on a video screen throughout
October, on the Story Steps.

Find the ten pictures in the Children’s and
Music library for a chance to win a book token,
Find all ten and write a poem.

THROUGHOUT OCTOBER

5PM

LIVE VIRTUAL EVENT

JAMIE CULLUM RECOMMENDS:
ASHLEY ALLEN

ON THEIR SHOULDERS EXHIBITION
SUMAYA ALI

David Austin Grey, Ashley Allen, Piera Onarko
and Stella Roberts will perform across consecutive Friday’s from Friday 9 October as part of
a series titled “Jamie Cullum recommends”.
Each concert will be free to attend but tickets
must be booked in advance in order to secure
entry. A growing presence in the local Jazz
& Gospel scene, keyboardist Ashley Allen has
worked extensively with the likes of Gregory
Porter, Aynsley Lister, Julie Dexter, and Omar.
See him leads his Quintet classic Jazz and
Soul standards, with original material from his
latest EP ‘Dreaming’.
BIRMINGHAM
SYMPHONY HALL
Broad Street, Birmingham
B1 2EA
Box Office info
 Free
	bmusic.co.uk

The exhibition showcases photographs of
successful individuals of colour in their
respective fields accompanied by a
personal narrative that sheds light on
who they are, what they do and who
they believe in black history has
influenced their trajectory.
Box Office info
 Free
	sumayaaliphotography.com/
on-their-shoulders-exhibition

For more details, pick up an entry form
in the library or request one by email:
	childrens.library@birmingham.gov.uk
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ITS ALL ABOUT
ON THE ROAD
TO EQUALITY Bishop

Desmond
Jaddoo
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Bishop Dr Desmond Jaddoo was born in
Handsworth, Birmingham. He was born to
Jamaican parents; both of the Windrush
Generation.
He is married to Yvonne, and they have four
children and five grandchildren.
Desmond is a Deputy Presiding Bishop
and a Community Campaigner,
and actively involved in several
organisations. Being a Bishop plays an
important role in his life and his passion
for helping is enhanced by his being of
service to God.
From an early age Desmond has been
involved in local issues. He was mentored by
Birmingham’s first black Councillor, the late
Honourable Alderman Egbert ‘Bert’ Sylvester
Carless. A new road in Perry Barr; Bert Carless
Way, was named in the late former Councillor’s
honour.
While growing up in Birmingham, alongside
working for Birmingham City Council’s
Housing Department for 17 ½ years, Desmond
also developed a mobile phone business.
Additionally, he ran a record shop, a record
label and managed artists.
He became well known for being a part of one
of Birmingham’s leading sound systems Jus I
Roadshow.
The impact of being subject to racially
motivated attacks whilst working for the
council caused Desmond to have to battle
with illness for ten years, but he returned to
community activity in 2011, bringing with him
a deeper understanding of, and commitment
towards achieving reflective governance.
He quickly went to work; developing a voter

registration campaign - whilst
supporting having an elected
mayor, also developing his work
surrounding equality and social
justice.
Ensuring representation in all
aspects of public life is key, and at
the heart of much of Desmond’s
work. Examples he cites include
custody visitors, school governors,
and magistrates just to name a few.
As a public speaker, Desmond speaks
often of the importance of ensuring
equality through the appropriate
representation of members of the
African Caribbean community, which
‘has been lacking for several years.’
As Chair of the Windrush Movement
UK Face, and alongside his work with
the Windrush National Organisation,
he often comes face to face with issues
suffered by the victims of the Windrush
Scandal.
In his own words, “What we do today will
shape tomorrow. The inequality that we
face today should not be faced by our
children.

“Following the death of George Floyd
and everyone taking one knee, I believe
it is time to stand tall in the fight
for equality. It’s time for a level
playing field.
“Is there hope? Yes, there is.
All we must do is link arms
and step out into the light.”

9 & 16 OCT / 1PM

THE MADIBA WALK

HANDSWORTH Soho House, Soho Avenue

23 & 30 OCT / 1PM

THE IDA B WELLS WALK
EDGBASTON

Join us for a walk to identify prominent Black people, buildings
and events that have shaped the heritage of Birmingham from an
African Caribbean perspective. We celebrate the contributions and
the success of the Black community by highlighting key areas of
influence in and around Handsworth.

2 OCT / 1PM

BLACK POUND DAY
We will be running a health walk aimed at exploring black
heritage in Birmingham and visiting black businesses. The event
will take approximately 2 hours.
Join us promptly on the first Saturday over every month.
OUTSIDE BIRMINGHAM TOWNHALL
Victoria Square, Birmingham B3 3DQ

Box Office info for these walks
 £11 Adults / £6 for Children under 16
£30 Family Ticket 2 adult 2 Children
	
blackheritagewalksnetwork@gmail.com
	blackheritagewalksnetwork.com

BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK
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2 OCT

MON SAT 2 OCT

TUE 5 - WED 6 OCT

12PM – 7PM

7:45PM

12PM - 7:30PM

BLACK POUND DAY MARKET
BIRMINGHAM

MARISHA WALLACE
TOMORROW TOUR

ONLINE EVENT

Legacy Centre of Excellence & Black Pound
Day presents Black Pound Day Market
Birmingham
A market designed to celebrate Black businesses and connect with the community.
A variety of vendors offering products and
services, food quarter, Live demonstrations, children’s activities & special guest
speakers. This is a fun- packed event for the
whole family.

One of the West End and Broadway’s
most instantly recognisable voices and
beloved leading ladies, Marisha has wowed
audiences in smash-hit shows Dream Girls
and Waitress and has recently starred
alongside Will Smith in Disney’s big screen
blockbuster Aladdin.

LEGACY CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
144 Potters Lane, Aston,
Birmingham B6 4UU
Box Office info
Must be booked through Eventbrite
	Free (including concessions)
 legacycoeevents.eventbrite.com
	legacycoe.co.uk
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BIRMINGHAM HIPPODROME
THE PATRICK STUDIO
Hurst Street, Southside, Birmingham B5 4TB
Box Office info
 FROM £31.50 (include concessions)
 0844 338 5000
	
Calls cost 4.5p per min plus access charge
birminghamhippodrome.com

BLACK HEROES
OF MATHEMATICS
The Vision of the conference is
“To celebrate the inspirational
contributions of black role models
to the field of Mathematics and
Mathematics Education”. There will
be a balance of technical talks by
internationally renowned black
speakers that include some detail
of career paths and experience to
provide a testimonial dimension.
 FREE
	smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
BHoM2021/

by Ronke

I was just sixteen. Life was good!
Captain of the regional netball
team; in top sets at school; I
was an athlete - the fastest girl
in my year; I was a professional
dancer - African, Caribbean and
Contemporary styles were my
specialisms! And I still had time to
have fun with my friends - needless
to say I was the life ‘n soul of every
party! I was creative, imaginative
and bursting with energy for the
next project.
Who would have guessed my
personal backstory – I was fostered
from a young age by some very nice
white people; I was the only black girl
in my year – that had its challenges
but it didn’t stop me from being at the
top of my game. Little did I know that
the demon that was going to show me
what real betrayal felt like – the pain, the
uncertainty, the randomness of it all was
within me. Something that I was carrying
in my own body was trying to destroy
me. My hair came out in clumps, leaving
bald patches. My dark skin developed pink
creamy painful gashes, especially on my
face; the stomach pains and debilitating
sickness felt like I was in labour; my joints
ached; my muscles were sore and I just
couldn’t get out of bed.
Then came the doctors, consultants,
specialists, counsellors. They named my
intruder, a rare autoimmune disease –
Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (S.L.E). No cure.
Life expectancy? About 15 years. This intruder

tried to take everything – my body, my
positive self, my future – no children, no
dance, no regular life. Lupus said “I’m
here in your short life. Tough.” Despite
the innumerable hospital confinements,
chemotherapy treatments, I decided to
physically and emotionally fight Lupus. I
ignored the professionals – I found my old
self, my zest for life. I became a mother to
two beautiful girls, I pursued my dance,
I pursued higher qualifications and a
degree while still fighting Lupus. But Lupus
is greedy – it invaded my younger brother
when he was 22. Thankfully, we saw the
signs and knew what to do.
And now 20 years later, Lupus changed
the game. It invaded the body of my 14
year old daughter. The battles continue
on a daily basis – she takes 12 tablets
a day just to function. She’s undergone
chemotherapy and blood transfusions
in the last 2 years. But we still persevere
– she pursues her dream to work in
media and to present on television and
professional events. I continue to teach
and perform dance. Combined we take
40 tablets daily I am now in the process
of setting up a charity Wolfpack Lupus
trust UK to help Lupus patients and their
families using the arts to create awareness
– the road will always be rough and stony
for us both – Lupus still rails and knocks us
down but we navigate and we focus and
we cry and laugh. We are grateful of our
lives when strong is the only option it is
amazing how powerful you are.
God is good!

BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK
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BLACK HEROES OF MATHEMATICS
CONFERENCE 2021

THE MADIBA
WALK

The Vision of the conference is “To celebrate
the inspirational contributions of black role
models to the field of Mathematics and
Mathematics Education”. There will be a
balance of technical talks by internationally
renowned black speakers that include some
detail of career paths and experience to
provide a testimonial dimension. We plan
to achieve a balance of career stage and
gender.
On the morning on the 5th of October 2021
the topic will be ‘Mathematics’, followed
by an afternoon discussion panel; and
on and the afternoon session on the
6th of October 2021 the topic will be
‘Mathematics Education’ followed by
an early-evening discussion panel. We
plan that pre-recorded talks will be
available during the first session each
day (these will be pre-released
by a few hours). The questions and
discussion sessions each day will be
hosted in real time.

9
SEE PAGE

To register please use this link
 smartsurvey.co.uk/s/BHoM2021/
 ima.org.uk
	
01702 354020
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DOORS OPEN 6:45PM
SHOW TIME 7:45PM

UPFRONT COMEDY
Join us at Legacy Centre of Excellence for the
Upfront Comedy Nights. Come along and
enjoy an evening of laughs, featuring some
of the countries most hilarious comedians!
Smash introduces, Ninia Benjamin ‘BBC TV’s
‘Non Blondes’; Toussaint Douglas, BBC TV’s ‘Stand Up
For Live Comedy’; Glazz Campbell ‘Sheffield’s Special
One’.
Grab a drink a drink from our bar, sit down with friends
and be entertained by some amusing stand up.
LEGACY CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
144 Potters Lane, Aston, Birmingham B6 4UU
Box Office info
Must be booked through Eventbrite
	From £13.52 (including concessions)
	legacycoeevents.eventbrite.com
	legacycoe.co.uk

SUN 10 OCT

SUN 10 OCT

2 - 4PM

6PM

ONLINE EVENT

COBO : COMEDY SHUTDOWN BLACK HISTORY MONTH SPECIAL

LIVING HISTORY WITH AFRIKAN
SPIRITUALITY BY WAY OF
KWANZAA (A.S.B.W.O.K.)
This Afrikan family event introduces Afrikan
Spirituality By Way of Kwanzaa (A.S.B.W.O.K.)
as Spiritual engagement for practical living
that harmonises with the all-year-round
fabric of the wonderful cultural observance
of Kwanzaa. The session will highlight its
importance in living history.

COBO : Comedy Of Black Origin brings our Black History Month
Special to Birmingham with an almighty bang! Acts: Robbie
Gee, Eddie Nestor, Kane Brown, Aurie Styla, Kat B.
GLEE CLUB BIRMINGHAM
The Arcadian 70 Hurst St Birmingham B5 4TD
Box Office info
 £18
	luventertainment.co.uk/cobo/

YEMANJA
1st Floor, 446 Birchfield Road, Perry Barr,
Birmingham, B20 3JG.
Box Office info
 Free with Contributions Welcome
	
0121 356 9289
	kwende.xyz
	livestream via Kwende Ukaidi

L
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ONLINE EVENT

9 OCT
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TUE 5 - WED 6 OCT

©
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MON 11 OCT

1PM

7 - 9PM

LUNCHTIME ORGAN CONCERT

WHY AFRIKAN WORLD STUDIES?
KWENDE UKAIDI

Jagwant Johal & Nunes
Siobhan Harper Following the Black Lives Matter
protest in Centenary Square
on 4th June 2020, many of
Birmingham’s institutions renewed
the call for rapid change in the
delivery of racial equality. The big
question is how seriously will these calls
be taken now, and will ‘racial justice’ fall
of the agenda, after a series of trumpeted
quick wins and displays of public pledges,
once the limelight has faded.

Our approach is simple. We ask...
‘How did this start? Where are we now?’
The answers to these questions reveal that we
have been here before, in a continuous loop
of one step forward and two steps back, and
will likely be here again unless sustainable
approaches are seriously resourced to bring
about lasting change. We believe no single
Birmingham institution can tackle racial
inequality across the city on its own and
that a collective effort is required, which
looks into the structural roots that continue
to determine our lives.
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TUE 12 OCT

Whether you refer to yourself as Afrikan,
Afrikan-Caribbean or Black, the importance
of knowing about your shared world
experience is highly important
This introductory session provides insight
into Afrikan World Studies that can lead to
full programme participation.

To this end we advocate a ten-year plan
to tackle racial inequality in Birmingham.
One that goes beyond ‘window dressing’
and managing racial inequality instead of
addressing it head on.
What would an “R” number reveal if we were
to measure the lost opportunities for the city
and its citizens from failing to address racial
inequality. In a sense this is BRIG’s open letter
to the City’s institutions to get involved to
make this a truly anti-racist city, beyond word,
but one of actions that leaves nobody behind.
To this end over the last year we have been
seeking to engage Birmingham’s institutions
to come together ever two years’ as the
Birmingham Race Impact Summit, starting in
May 2022, to hold each other to account as
to the progress being made, or not. We have
started to engage the City’s institutions, but
not all have responded. For some it would
appear, George Floyd is already, so last year
and its business as usual. However, there are

those that are keen to use their
collective capacity to drive change,
providing a platform to build from.
Over the next year we will also be
developing a range of projects,
including the history detective to
develop new archives and schools
based archive projects centered
around the Commonwealth Games ‘Birmingham’s Common Wealth and
Where it came form?”
If you are interested in getting involved
or supporting Race Impact Summit,
inclusive of mini sector based summits
(employment / business and enterprise
/ education / housing / health /
Criminal Justice / trade union / further
and higher education / media / arts)
please get in touch via:
 	 info@wearebrig.co.uk

In celebration of Black History Month, City
Organist Thomas Trotter has curated a
programme of black composers featuring
music by Errollyn Wallen CBE, Samuel
Coleridge-Taylor and Fela Sowande.

YEMANJA
1st Floor, 446 Birchfield Road, Perry Barr,
Birmingham, B20 3JG.
Box Office info
 £10 on entry
	
0121 356 9289
 yemanjaonline.com

TOWN HALL
Victoria Square, Birmingham B3 3DQ
Box Office info
 £6 (include concessions)
 0121 289 6333
	bmusic.co.uk

BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK
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MON TUE 12 & WED 13 OCT

TUE & WED 7:30PM
WED 1PM - SCHOOLS MATINEE

BLACKSTORY PARTNERSHIP:
MARCUS GARVEY PLAY
Marcus Garvey comes to help the Cummings
family after the patriarch’s well intended
legacy is left in tatters as the family reaches
breaking point.
Two worlds merge as a young black boy,
Jermaine, is taken on a whirlwind adventure
of self-discovery upon receiving a book about
Garvey. Jermaine is set to go on a journey
which will change his for life forever.
BIRMINGHAM HIPPODROME
THE PATRICK STUDIO
Hurst Street, Southside, Birmingham B5 4TB
Box Office info
 From £10, Schools matinee £5
(including concessions)
 0844 338 5000
	Calls cost 4.5p per min plus access charge
birminghamhippodrome.com

	birminghamhippodrome.com
	blackstorypartnership.com
PORTRAIT BY COLIN GABBIDON
	CgabbidonARTgallery
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By Roz Laws
Hundreds of young people from Birmingham
and beyond are being offered the chance to
dance on a world stage.
Critical Mass 2022 is a collective at least
300-strong of dancers aged from 16 to 30
who will be part of some of the biggest events
of next year. They’ll perform at the Opening
and Closing Ceremonies of Birmingham 2022
Commonwealth Games and at other events
during the city’s six-month cultural festival
centered around the Games, the Birmingham
2022 Festival.
Participants will learn styles ranging from
break dance and ballet to Afro-fusion and
jazz – and no previous dance experience is
necessary. The message from the organisers
is: “JOIN IN, EVEN IF YOU THINK YOU CAN’T DANCE!”
They want the ambitious
Critical Mass 2022
project to be truly diverse
and inclusive, representing
our region’s ethnicity and
with around a third of its
members having some form of
mental or physical disability.
Danielle Marshall, Producer
of Creative Participation at
Birmingham 2022, says:

“We want all young people to take part, including
those who think dance is maybe not for them,
or who danced when they were younger but have
taken a break from it.

For more information on how to get
involved with Critical Mass, go to

criticalmass22.org.uk

“It’s genuinely inclusive. We want them to represent the West
Midlands as much as possible, so that everyone can see
people like themselves on a global stage.
“We expect that 40 per cent will be Black, Asian or mixed
ethnicity and 35 per cent will self-identify as disabled.
We welcome wheelchair dancers but we don’t want that
to be the only indicator of disability. We’re looking at
neurodiversities and a range of different bodies.
“Movement and dance is a language which is universal and this
is our opportunity to do that on a large scale. We want young
people to take that language and make it their own.”
“We want a minimum of 300 people but it could be more. If
we’re inundated with applications, we will try to make the
process work for as many people as possible.”
The project is led by 15 dance leaders who will
have weekly meetings with groups of around
20 young people. The styles they’ll be teaching
so far include break dance, physical theatre,
ballet, the Indian dance kuchipudi, Afro-fusion,
contemporary and jazz, with more to come.
Critical Mass will be an important part of the
Commonwealth Games Opening Ceremony
on July 28 and the Closing Ceremony on
August 8. But they’ll also take part in the
opening show of the cultural programme,
which runs for six months from March 14, plus
Birmingham International Dance Festival
in mid June and a welcome event for the
games’ athletes. The collective will perform
in small groups at live sites across the city
during the games, where communities can
watch the sport together on screens, along

with activities, food and drink.
Critical Mass 2022 is a £1 million project
funded by the Spirit of 2012 charity, to
encourage the legacy of London 2012.
Critical Mass 2022 will build on the strong
foundation which dance already has in the
West Midlands, thanks to the region’s talent
and organisations like Birmingham Royal
Ballet, DanceXchange and One Dance UK.
DanceXchange is lead delivery partner
on Critical Mass. Its Head of Learning and
Participation, Alexandra Henwood, says:
“There’s such collective ambition in the region
to uplift and support dance. As an art form,
it’s really important that it’s recognised
and the Commonwealth Games
choosing to do so with Critical
Mass is really exciting.

“It’s bringing back the
joy of dance for young
people who haven’t been able
to dance together for 18 months. You
don’t need any experience, we just need you to
be willing to join in. There’s a misconception that you
need to have danced from a young age or studied certain
styles or know about the dance world. Some of the best
people we’ve engaged with are closet bedroom dancers.
“You don’t have to look a certain way, just come and
have fun in a low pressure environment. It’s an exciting
time – we’re going to get everybody dancing!”
BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK
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What does your day-to-day job role primarily
involve?
This is a really difficult question to answer! It
can change weekly depending on the
priorities based on what’s happening locally,
regionally and nationally. I am Cabinet
Member for Homes and Neighbourhoods,
so effectively I have delegated
responsibilities and decision-making
powers in the areas of Housing,
Homelessness, Bereavement Services,
Registrars Services and Localism from the
Leader of the Council. My day to day role
includes reading and scrutinising lots of
reports, high level policy decision making,
representing the city on various platforms from
WMCA to EuroCities and being the
spokesperson for the portfolio. Everyday I’m
looking at casework and having meetings. I
also get to visit organisations, groups and
individuals in the community. I once said
no day was ever the same, but in this
pandemic every day is online meetings!
You are quite a family person.
How do you juggle all your
activities with family life?
Being a full-time politician whilst
also mentoring others can be very
time intensive. I often go through
periods of time poverty and being
very passion led, I have to say I
can be a law unto myself. I have
a very good core team who
understand me, have my back
and will challenge me when
necessary. They basically keep me
organised and we set a side time to
go through the diary - present day to
6 weeks ahead. This helps me preplan!
I can often work out when a busy or
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difficult period will arise. So I don’t burnout I will
schedule downtime or something to look
forward to. It could be a few days off with
absolutely nothing planned bar Netflix, a good
book or a break.
Juggling the community and political space
against my home life can be some juggling act.
I am very intentional with my personal time
– self-care, time with the inner circle and
hanging out with my son. You rarely see me at
dinners and out networking in the evenings – I
treat my personal time and private life as a
treasured commodity. Although, if you ask my
son or close family this same question you may
get a very different answer!
Your early life exposed you to poverty,
homelessness, health issue and so on.
How did you overcome these struggles?
Some circumstances you never really
‘overcome’ but become able to better manage
with resilience.
I made an active decision not to be a victim of
life issues but to be victorious through them
and that mindset has got me to where I am
today. I won’t pretend that I did it all by myself
– I didn’t. I had a few organisations and
individuals throughout the journey who
invested in me, because they believed in me,
when sometimes I didn’t believe in myself. St
Basils and W.A.I.T.S were instrumental, and I will
forever feel indebted to them. There were
individuals who walked me through some
difficult times. Becoming a mother was a game
changer. It was at that point I made an active
decision to ‘be more’. I always said I didn’t want
my son’s primary role model to be on telly. I
wanted to show him you can achieve anything
you put your mind to by using my life as an
example.

What brought you in politics, how did you get
started?
I often said ‘I don’t do politics’ without realising
how involved I was already. As far back as
2005 I was attending consultations and
roundtable discussions about barriers for
women and ‘disadvantaged communities’ with
Ministers at the Home Office with W.A.I.T.S. I
didn’t go because I was ‘political’ but because I
was angry at the way things was for normal
people like me!
Through W.A.I.T.S I also contributed towards a
national policy toolkit aimed at assisting
policymakers in decisions that effected lone
parents in the workplace. In 2007, I attended
an Operation Black Vote programme and was
sworn in a Magistrate the following year. In
2008 I joined the Labour Party! I wasn’t an
active member until I went on an educational
programme for women with an organisation
called Changes. Through them I learnt more
about politics and visited EU Parliament and
EU Commission. I was very sceptical about
politicians – thought they was all the same! I
was lucky to be able to shadow one and
realised how hard some worked. I had no
ambitions of standing for councillor, until
austerity really started to kick in! When you
become really annoyed with politics that’s
when politics needs you! It can be very tough
for women and I championed for all women
shortlists in my CLP. Through W.A.I.T.S I was a
panellist on a debate alongside Speaker of the
House John Bercow MP on the Barriers for
women entering politics.
I supported my friend as she stood for
councillor and became her campaign
manager. Then I became the CLP Women’s
Officer, Branch Chair and finally in 2014
I stood in my first election and was
honoured to represent Soho Ward.

Being a black women, how different or
difficult was breaking into politics?
It never stops being difficult being a woman in
politics let alone faced with intersectionality!
If you look at the trolling, abuse many women
face in politics compared to men. Then add
ethnicity and again you see the struggles. It is
tough as a black woman in politics, but I still
encourage more to step forward to become
councillors. In Birmingham we have 6 black
councillors out of a chamber of 101, so we are
still a minority. However, over recent months we
have all become stronger voices particularly
throughout the pandemic and in the
aftermath of George Floyd’s murder.
Black, Asian and ethnic minority politicians
have additional responsibilities to be a good
(sometimes vocal) representative when it
comes to their diaspora. Representation
matters and given that its Black History Month
I won’t expose the scars on this occasion –
maybe that’s one for a book!
Why do you think Black History Month is
important?
Black History is a great opportunity to
celebrate the resilience, resourcefulness,
experiences, achievements, culture and
wisdom which can be found in the Black
Community. To educate, raise awareness
and share with the wider community,
breakdown stereotypes and have honest
conversations in safe environments.

There are differences between each
Caribbean Islands, African countries and UK
diasporas. Black History Month is a great
opportunity to share our story past, present
history which is absent from the curriculum
and set out a vision for the future. Recent
discussions around discrimination, injustice
and inequalities demonstrate we are not
close enough to an even level playing field.
This makes Black History Month even more
important in the current climate.
What message would you like to pass on to
the Black (and ethnic minority) community
today?
Its been an incredibly challenging year, we
have lost some amazing people along the
way. This is the time to reflect on what is truly
important and learn from what’s behind us.
The next chapter will not be easy, and
tomorrow is not guaranteed – be present,
articulate and ambitious. Actively engage in
politics because political decision making
actively affects us all.
And what message would you like to pass on
to the next generation in general?
When this generation passes on the baton, we
should be aiming to pass it on to you from a
stronger position than when we picked it up.
When you take the baton from us you need
continue to trailblaze, progress and achieve
what was unachievable in my era. Don’t repeat
the mistakes of previous generations, we made
them for you to learn from not to repeat.

Thank you again for your time. We would like to come back to you sometime again.

YOU’RE TRULY AN INSPIRATION, AND A FIGHTER.
BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK
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FRI 15 OCT

SAT 16 OCT

SAT 16 OCT

18 OCT

20 OCT

ONLINE EVENT

THE WORLD REIMAGINED
ART TRAIL TALK

5PM

12PM

7.45PM

JAMIE CULLUM RECOMMENDS:
HANSU-TORI

FASHION INVASION 2021

JUMPROV! JACKY BARRON

An urban fashion conference connecting
enthusiasts, designers and experts for a weekend
of shopping, activities, talks and performances.
Join us for our fashion extravaganza featuring a
specialist vendor marketplace, celebrity panels
and industry focused workshops and activities.
Shop with up and coming brands for unique finds,
attend an engaging and interactive fashion
workshop, and finally get the best tips and ideas
from the celebrity designers on our panels.
DJ sets by DJ Day Day, DJ Shak Five & GMAN.
3 course, 5 star, a – La Carte tropical fusion meal
courtesy of Aidians Dining Experience.
Full catwalk fashion show.
Live Performances by: MVRNIE,
INDIGO MARSHALL & LADY SANITY

Looking for something exciting to do in
Birmingham?! Grab a ticket and join
Jumprov, the UK’s first Black & Brown
Improv group for a night of fun featuring
live sketch comedy which is completely
made up on the spot.

David Austin Grey, Ashley Allen, Piera Onarko and
Stella Roberts will perform across consecutive Friday’s
from Friday 9 October as part of a series titled
“Jamie Cullum recommends”. Each concert will
be free to attend but tickets must be booked in
advance in order to secure entry.
SYMPHONY HALL
Level 3 Foyer, Broad Street, Birmingham B1 2EA
Box Office info
 Free
	
0121 289 6333
	bmusic.co.uk
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LEGACY CENTER OF EXCELLENCE
144 Potters Ln, Birmingham B6 4UU
Box Office info
 £5.98 – £81.44
	legacycoe.co.uk

16 OCT
1PM

BA
THE MADI
WALK
GE 9
SEE PA

BIRMINGHAM HIPPODROME
THE PATRICK STUDIO
Hurst Street, Southside, Birmingham B5 4TB
Box Office info
 FROM £5 (include concessions)
	
0844 338 5000
	Calls cost 4.5p per min plus access charge
birminghamhippodrome.com

7.30 - 9PM

7PM

SURVIVING THE PANDEMIC:
YOUNG PERSONS PERSPECTIVE

The Roy Reid foundation is inviting
contributions from African Caribbean young
people who can submit poetry, stories or
creative images expressing their journeys
throughout the global pandemic. Awards
for the best entries.
Stacy Moore, a Chartered Child
Psychologist will be providing some
context on the theme of healthy
resilience.
Box Office info
 FREE

The World Reimagined is a vibrant arts
education project that will inspire and instil
pride in what it means to be black and
British and help us all better understand
what it means to be British. Are you an artist?
Someone with an interest in history? Or do you
have a local story to share about the history
of your neighbourhood? Join our interactive
talk and short history walk to discover more
about Birmingham history and new artist
commissions for Birmingham based artists.
TBC
TBC
Box Office info
 FREE
 Get your tickets from:
twrbrum.eventbrite.co.uk
	theworldreimagined.org/
journey-of-discovery/
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The Charity has been active over the past 15
years, operating under the theme, Let the
Hungry be fed, the Naked Clothed, Sick be
Nourished, Aged Protected and the Infants
Cared for…
Set up by women of the Rastafari livity, the
charity was formed to address health care
concerns which affect our communities.
Following the loss of a former team member
during childbirth this highlighted the need to
look at our particular health care needs not
only here in the west but for those repatriating
to our former homelands Africa
This in turn created a more intense focus on our
traditional African knowledge systems,
cultural practices and rituals that exist,
our former ways of life that need to be
rediscovered and implemented by our people
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who are scattered across the planet.
The work of SBN is Local, National and
International ranging from the donation of
medical resources and clothing to the provision
of food parcels to our frail, elderly and disabled.
We have a variety of medical resources that
we donate to under resourced rural community
settings. To date we have supported clinics
and local practitioners in at least 18 different
countries on our continent with items that
can assist with diagnosis and treatment,
ie BP machines, dressings and bandages.
Recently SBN renovated the Sick bay at the
Kampala University campus based n Jinja,
Uganda. The work was greatly appreciated
by both students and staff SBN has also been
providing to our local communities health is
your wealth workshops covering a range of
topics and giving our communities alternative
self care options. We have called upon our local

practitioners and healers to provide access
to dietary advice, alternative therapies and
healthy lifestyles.
SBN adopts the principle to let thy medicine
be thy food and thy food thy medicine, we also
carry out alternative healing practices such as
Reiki, sound and colour therapies, massage
and chrystal healing.
SBN is focused on our traditional African
heritage and as such adopts the Sankofa
principle meaning to go back and get it, To
retrieve. Our ultimate aim is to create the
African based SBN community hub, offering
workshops, planting traditional herbs food
and vegetables, setting up a clinic, teaching
facilities and to produce traditional art and
crafts working with our African counterparts
creating reciprocal learning opportunities.
The SBN retreat will offer a range of traditional
African Holistic healing modalities in an
environment which is conducive to our needs
for spiritual, mental and physical healing.
SBN has recently changed location and
can now be located at Microtech House, 74
Newtown Row, where we share the property
with other charities doing great work in our
communities. Known as the 3 Cs, the charities
are working in collaboration to achieve our
aims, goals and objectives.
Events to look out for: include a presentation
on those services being offered by 3 c’s based
in microtech house and our fundraising events.
Information will also be available regarding
SBN’s next health related workshop.
On behalf of all our beneficiaries the entire SBN
team would like to thank all those who have
and continue to support the vital work.

FRI 22 OCT

FRI 23 OCT

WED 27 OCT

7:30PM

1PM

7PM - 11PM

AN EVENING WITH JAZZIE B

DOWNLOW

CARROLL THOMPSON
HOPELESSLY IN LOVE TOUR 2021

A unique evening of music, conversation
and more as he brings to life the sounds
and stories of Soul II Soul. Jazzie B’s Soul II
Soul became the biggest sound system in the
world by redefining contemporary culture as
they went to number one on the charts and
won two Grammy Awards. Enjoying number
one albums with their iconic triple-platinum
debut, Club Classics Vol One and the
platinum global smash Vol II: A New Decade,
Soul II Soul also enjoyed huge hits with Keep
On Movin’, Back To Life and Get A Life, among
many others. Jazzie started the collective
in 1982 and is about to publish his visuallystunning autobiography: A Happy Face. A
Thumpin’ Bass. For A Lovin’ Race.

DownLow is a mural art trail based in Lozells
which promotes community cohesion, culture
and a collective voice. It consists of a number
of art pieces that can be followed by a map
that you can find via QR codes.

TOWN HALL
Victoria Square, Birmingham B3 3DQ
Box Office info
 £30.50 - £73 (VIP)
(inc. per ticket commission)
 0121 289 6333
	bmusic.co.uk

GEORGES PARK
Georges Park, Lozells, Birmingham B19 1PT
Box Office info
 wearepunch.co.uk

23 OC

T

1PM

WELLS
THE IDAGBE WALK
HERITA
GE 9
SEE PA

Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of
‘Hopelessly In Love’. Carroll Thompson, Queen
of Lovers Rock will be embarking on a UKwide tour.
Re-discover her classic tracks from ‘Hopelessly
In Love’ such as ‘I’m So Sorry’, and hear never
heard before songs!
THE JAM HOUSE
3-5 St Paul’s Square, Birmingham B3 1QU
Box Office info
 Early Bird £15, General £20
	seetickets.com/event/
hopelessly-in-love-tour-birmingham-/
the-jamhouse/2002822
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ned Brand
A Black Female-Owed Hair
Catering to Textur

24 BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK

This UK-based vegan brand is committed
to the damage-free love and care of afrotextured hair.
8th April 2021, London, UK - Kam Davis,
CEO and Founder of afro-textured and curly
haircare brand, Nylah’s Naturals, secured
funding from one of the formidable Dragon
investors, businesswoman and entrepreneur,
Sara Davies, on Dragons’ Den following Davis’
appearance on the hit TV show’s latest episode.
Davis pitched her business to the Dragons
hoping to secure funding to expand her line of
100% vegan, natural haircare products for afrotextured and curly hair to cater towards this sector
of the market. A study by the Silent Spring Institute
has shown that Black women are potentially
exposed, on a daily basis, to numerous hazardous
ingredients through their hair products. The study
analyzed 18 different hair products designed for
afro hair. They were testing for the presence of 66
different endocrine
disruptors - all
of which are
associated with
a variety of
negative health
effects. The study
detected
45 of these
ingredients,
and each
tested
product
contained
between

4 and 30 of them. This is an alarming risk to
Black women, one that Nylah’s Naturals is
trying to change.
“Nylah’s Naturals takes inspiration from my
daughter and my desire to celebrate her
beauty with products that are made for her,”
shares Kam Davis, Founder and CEO of Nylah’s
Naturals. “When I realized that most existing
products for afro hair weren’t science-based,
and either damaged, or unnaturally altered
the curl pattern of afro hair types, I decided to
create a line that uses only hypo-allergenic,
plant-based ingredients and makes afro hair
look gorgeous, naturally.”
After founding Nylah’s Naturals in 2013, it took
Kam several years of rigorous research and
development- collaborating with a cosmetic
scientist, a trichologist, and a traditional
herbalist- in order to refine the perfect nondamaging formula. From day one, Nylah’s
Naturals made a promise to give the very best
nature has to offer by only using 100% natural,
sustainably sourced ingredients. The result is a
science-proven, safe, hypoallergenic product
that celebrates the natural, healthy beauty of
afro hair.
Nylah’s Naturals is a multi-time award-winning
natural hair care brand, catering specifically
to textured hair. Produced in the UK, 97% of its
ingredients come from natural sources. Nylah’s
Naturals works constantly to ensure ingredients
fall below the lowest possible hazard
ratings by using an environmentally friendly
manufacturing process. In less than 12 months
on the market, Nylah’s Naturals has already
received multiple awards in beauty and hair
industry including: Curly Treats Fest – best new
hair brand; Pure Beauty – best new product
global ethnic beauty (finalist); Hair Care
Revolution – rising star award; The Precious
Lifestyle Awards – happy hair care brand.

SAT 30 - SUN 31 OCT

SAT 1PM / SUN 2:30 - 5:30PM

BLAST FEST WEEKENDER
BLAST is the festival of Black Life, Arts,
Science and Technology!
Blasts-off on Saturday afternoon with variety of
STEM themed activities and games exploring
climate change, African diaspora history,
the science of sound and more! On Saturday
evening the Wilson Shervington Annual Lecture
will be given by a special guest speaker and
accompanied by a Jazz Quartet, organised Ray
Grant - master of the double base!
On Sunday afternoon join us at Thinktank
Science museum for the Black STEAM
showcase 2021 - our annual celebration of
Black brilliance and living history makers in
science, technology, engineering, arts
and mathematics. In addition to our
excellent line up of speakers there’ll be
a BLAST themed quiz (with prizes) and
musical entertainment!
Audience: The hands-on activities are
designed for children and families, while
the talks are ideally suited for adults and
young people 13+.
This is a family friendly weekend with
parental/career supervision for under 12’s.

30 OC

T

1PM

THE IDA B
WELLS GE
HERITA
WALK

GE 9
SEE PA

SUN 31 OCT

2 - 4PM

ONLINE EVENT

LIVING AFRIKAN HISTORY
IN THE HOME AND BEYOND
KWENDE UKAIDI
Afrikan history is a living experience brought
into being through the self-determined effort
of Afrikan people themselves.
Beyond sheer memory recall, Afrikan history
can be celebrated through progressive living
in the home and beyond. An event for the
Afrikan family.
YEMANJA
1st Floor, 446 Birchfield Road, Perry Barr,
Birmingham, B20 3JG.
Box Office info
 FREE with contributions welcome
	
0121 356 9289
	
u-ran.org
	
live stream via URAN TV

THINKTANK BIRMINGHAM SCIENCE MUSEUM
Curzon Street
Box Office info
 Free with Contributions Welcome
	blastfest.org.uk
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Singer/songwriter Laura Ige (pronounced eegay), is one of
the Midlands’ finest vocalists. Laura Ige has been singing
and writing for many years. She took time out some years
ago, and has returned to the music scene ‘bigger and
better’! ‘I returned to the stage recently, at the Simmer
Down 10th anniversary festival. I had a fantastic band
and my original songs were well received by the audience
- thanks again, everyone!’
Having sung with various bands, recorded and toured
in Europe with her own band, and worked on numerous
community music projects, Laura Ige has a wealth of
experience in the music industry.
A powerful and versatile vocalist, Laura effortlessly moves
from style to style whilst jazz undertones are always
present.
‘I grew up around reggae, jazz, soul, R&B and a whole
load of other stuff but I guess I’m inclined towards jazz
– I’m told I’ve a ‘jazzy-sounding’ voice! I like the idea of
genres-fusion and most of my songs have elements of
different genres, particularly reggae and jazz. I’ve been
lucky to work with some great musicians from various
backgrounds, performing a variety of musical genres.’
Laura recognises the diversity of her musical experiences
as being essential to her development as a musician and
songwriter.
‘I began singing too far back to remember!!! I started
with reggae bands and sound systems. That was great
fun as a youth, as I recognised and nurtured my talent
for music. I released a record ‘You are The One’ on the
PCRL record label, with the vocal group ‘Sweet Harmony’.
I was also affiliated with the ‘Silicon Squad’ record label,
with artists like Ras Breadback, and producers Paul
Horton and Errol Ruddock aka ‘Spears’. Also Nathan Bell
aka ‘Blue’, manager and brother to the late great Junior
Roots.’ Silicon Squad released ‘All Night Lovin’, which is on
Youtube!!!
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A few years later, I signed a contract with Iris Studios, in
Holland, were I recorded a couple of compilation tracks.
‘I’ve always written songs and eventually started
performing original material as ‘The Laura Ige Collective’,
before joining a variety of cover bands singing mostly
soul and pop! I’ve played countless gigs across the UK,
and have met some great people! In later years, I sang
with the Gabbidon Band and also Funkpig – a drum and
bass ‘experimental’ duo. Eventually, I moved on to do my
own thing, focussing on providing quality
entertainment for all types of events.’
Life’s ‘winding road’ caused Laura
to take time away from music
some years ago. ‘All of my life
experiences contribute to the
music that I create – it’s all
good!’
Laura is currently writing
and recording her album,
collaborating with some of the
UK’s finest musicians; including
saxophonist, Alvin Davis. “My
album will be an expression of
my life and my musical journeys;
a ‘jazz-eclectic’ fusion of musical
styles that tell my story!”
Laura Ige’s single ‘Light of Love’, a
rocksteady throwback - dedicated to
her late father, is due for release in early
October.
Keep watching out for more updates!

lauraige.com

We are seeking volunteers to assist with the delivery of

LAUNCH EVENTS IN 2022
If you’re interested please send us an email to:

volunteer@birminghamblackhistorymonth.co.uk
Deadline to send an expression of interest is 1st November 2021, so get in touch NOW!
BIRMINGHAMBLACKHISTORYMONTH.CO.UK
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5 OCT

6 OCT

6 OCT

16 OCT

19 OCT

22 OCT

23 OCT

24 OCT

KSI

THE FOUR TOPS AND
THE TEMPTATIONS

ASA
LUCID ALBUM TOUR

OLIVER SAMUELS
& FRIENDS IN

OCEAN
WISDOM

AN EVENING WITH
JAZZIE B

FREEDOM – THE
BLACK HISTORY

THE CHILDREN
OF ZEUS

Utilita Arena Birmingham
 	£46.50

O2 Academy Birmingham
 	£31.90

O2 Academy Birmingham
 	£20.25

Birmingham
Symphony Hall
See page 21

O2 Institute Birmingham

CRAZY BUT TRUE

Alexandra Birmingham
 £34.40

EXPERIENCE
The H Suite
 	£25 – £45

Mama Roux’s
 £15

7 - 30 OCT

12 OCT

13 OCT

15 OCT

28 OCT

1 NOV

2 NOV

5 NOV

5 NOV

SOMETHING ROTTEN

IAMDDB

EGO - ELLA MAY

HANSU-TORI

THE MOUSE OUTFIT

NUBYA GARCIA

LORD APEX

YUSSEF DAYES

Birmingham
Repertory Theatre
 	£15

O2 Academy Birmingham
 	£20.25

Hare & Hounds
 	£11

Birmingham
Symphony Hall
See page 18

Hare & Hounds
 	£15.40

Hare & Hounds
 	£19.25

SINDHU VEE:
ALPHABET

Dead Wax Digbeth
 £13.75

The Crossing
 £20
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Birmingham
Symphony Hall
 £19.50
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Whose history and whose heritage are
two questions which increasingly surface in
political, academic and popular debates
about national identity, multiculturalism and
citizenship. Parallel with these debates has
also been an increased engagement with,
and debate about, the role and nature of
public history in British society.
The ‘stories’ of our City hold an important
key to understanding pressing social issues
surrounding citizenship, identity and
belonging. Unlocking the experiences
contained in these stories by ensuring
their preservation in the Archives held
at the Library of Birmingham can help
foster an understanding of the historical
and potential community value of those
stories.
Can you be an advocate for collecting
and build on our City’s stories and
memory?
Britain today is commonly portrayed
as a multicultural nation. However,
the diverse historical experiences
which constitute the story of the
country are less well known and
remain largely hidden and at risk of
disappearing every day.
Can you help to identify
collections (papers, photographs,
oral histories, ephemera) that
will help to capture City stories
(about a person, a place, an
event... anything) that could
be in placed in the Archives of
the City so that that story is
recorded, remembered, and
used to build a better future?

Why preserve stories in the Archives at the
Library of Birmingham?
All material taken in is held for the benefit
of the public, and that material can play
an important role in communities and
organisations to support and develop learning
and skills, health and wellbeing, economic
prosperity, community cohesion and creativity.
We care for over 6,000 collections dating from
the 12th to the 21st century in state-of the art
storage facilities that provide fire protection,
stable temperatures and levels of humidity to
ensure their long-term preservation, together
with access free of charge to the public in our
‘reading room’ on the 4th floor of the Library of
Birmingham.
In good company - collections of note:
The Black History Collection contains over
9000 books covering Black and Asian History,
Culture, Arts, the Black and Asian experience
in the UK as well as other topics such
as the climate and topography of the
Indian sub-continent. It has grown from
previous collections held within past
departments of the library service
including Central Lending, Information
Services and Archives and Heritage,
and is continually being added to.
The Birmingham Indian Workers
Association (IWA) was formed in
Birmingham in 1958 to further the
cause of Indian Independence,
and membership was made up
of itinerant tradesmen, students,
businessmen and professionals. It
was heavily involved in improving
its members’ lives throu gh social
and welfare work and opened

the Shaheed Udham Singh Welfare Centre
on Soho Road, Handsworth in the late 1970s.
They were also closely connected with the
trade union movement and campaigned
against racial inequality in employment and
for better working conditions. The archive
includes correspondence, press cuttings,
minutes, reports, pamphlets and flyers from
1960 onwards of the national association and
the Birmingham branch.
Banner Theatre was founded in 1973 as an
amateur theatre company based on socialist
principles. The company emerged out of a
performance group at the Grey Cock Folk
Club to produce documentary-based shows
using a range of multi-media techniques
around drama, folk music, slides and oral
history recordings. A professional company
was formed in 1974 which continued to enable
amateur groups within it, such as the Women’s
Group and the Handsworth Community
Project, to produce their own work.

The principles of equality and anti-racism
lie at the heart of Banner’s work and this
is reflected in their productions and the
associated records. Their aim is to develop
performances that use the words of
ordinary people in speech and song and
that encourage discussion and debate
about employment rights, representation,
inequality and social justice.
Vanley Burke was born in the parish of St.
Thomas, Jamaica, in 1951. He was sent a
camera from his parents, who were living
in England, for his 10th birthday. In 1965 he
came to England to join his parents and had
a choice between leaving his aunt his radio
or his camera as a parting gift. He left her his
radio. He began photography in earnest from
around 1967 and made a conscious decision
to document the black community. The
photographs capture his own experiences of
being newly arrived in Britain, his encounters
with the different landscape and ways of
living, and the experiences of the wider
African Caribbean community. It was also
created to counteract Burke’s perception
of negative and stereotypical images of
black people found in mainstream media.
The photographs represent
the black community back
to themselves in an intimate
portrayal and are taken from
his perspective as a member of
the community, rather than as
documentary images taken from
an ‘outsider’ perspective. Recently,
Vanley’s interest has expanded to
include the experiences of other
communities in the city.

What happens when things go into
the Archives?
Archives can be deposited as an indefinite
long-term loan (deposit) in which case they
remain the property of the owner. Alternatively,
they can be donated to us in which case they
become property of Birmingham City Council.
Material transferred to us will be allocated
unique reference numbers and described
in line with overall priorities. Where possible,
a catalogue or description will be made
available on our online catalogue:
calmview.birmingham.gov.uk/CalmView/
The material transferred to the Archives can be
viewed in the ‘reading room’ on floor 4 of the
Library of Birmingham.
How do I know if something is suitable for
preservation in the Archives?
Drop us a line on
	archives.heritage@birmngham.gov.uk
and we’ll talk about it!
Find out more about your Archives &
Collections at the Library of Birmingham:
Connecting Histories website:
 connectinghistories.org.uk/
Sign-up to our e-newsletter!
The ‘Birmingham Archives & Community
Heritage Update
 birmingham.gov.uk/archives
 theironroom.wordpress.com
 @TheIronRoom
 @birmingham_archives
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